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PROJECT BACKGROUND

• Correspondence test of access to childcare

• Part of a broader project involving 9 countries and 4 
ethnic minorities

• Testing focused on Roma in Hu, Cz, Es

• Consortium of 9 countries, 10 partners (Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel, Univerzita Karlova, DeZIM Institut, 
BI, UCD (lead), UU (WP2 lead), UvA, CSIC, Université de 
Lausanne, University of Oxford) 

• Funded by Horizon project Equalstrength „From one 
closed door to another” https://equalstrength.eu/

https://equalstrength.eu/
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MOTIVATION

• anecdotal evidence and legal disputes of discrimination 
against Roma in many domains, very little empirical evidence

• access to childcare improves school performance especially 
for children of low-status parents

• and also supports maternal employment 

• both contribute to reducing poverty

• earlier evidence in HU finds discrimination in response rate 
and „tone” of the response
• Csomor et al (2021) CT asking municipalities for information 

on childcare and other services
• Scharle and Erőss (2023) CT asking primary schools for 

information about applying to first grade
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CONTRIBUTION TO LITERATURE

• Limited evidence on discrimination in childcare 
Bourabain, et al (2020) no gap in response rate, cf

Hermes et al. (2024) for migrant parents in Germany 

• Or in access to primary school
Olsen (2020) in Denmark, De Lafuente (2021) in Spain, Scharle 
and Erős (2022) in Hungary

• Growing evidence for Roma in other domains in Hu, Cz
labour market (Bartos et al., 2016), rental housing (Váradi et 
al., 2023; Bartos et al., 2016), local government administration 
(Csomor et al., 2021; Simonovits et al., 2022), unemployment 
insurance (Mikula and Montag, 2023), and ridesharing services 
(Simonovits et al., 2023), sports clubs (Takács et al. 2024)

• No evidence on how disadvantages may accumulate
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HYPOTHESES

• Roma parents are discriminated

• status signals may reduce discrimination

• regional variation in discrimination for historical/cultural 
reasons

• low capacity may increase discrimination

• scope for discrimination is relatively large: 
• nurseries have high autonomy in regulating entry

• anti-discrimination regulation is in place but enforcement 
is very weak

• demand for childcare likely exceeds supply in most 
localities – variation due to national regulations and 
recent investment in new childcare facilities esp in Hu,Es
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E-MAIL EXAMPLE AND TREATMENTS 

R/nR name P gender C gender

employment housing
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SETUP OF THE EXPERIMENT

• Emails sent to publicly available email address of nurseries 
around the Spring application deadline, asking about 
availability/waiting list for child to be aged 2 in September. 
Polite withdrawal sent to responding nurseries.

• Unpaired design

• Data collection: Spring of 2024

• Sample: all childcare institutions with an email address

• Context: 
• enrolment of children aged 0-2 high in Spain (49%), 

low in Hungary (14%) and the Czech Republic (7%) 

• ES: public and private nurseries, recent increase in capacity, 
rules give priority to disadvantaged children
Cz and HU: most nurseries are maintained by local municipality, 
deadlines and application conditions vary
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RESPONSE CATEGORIES

• Responses may be ambigous

• two or more conflicting elements

• context-dependent meaning 

• Three broad categories: 
yes, no, neutral

• 3 rounds of coding (in Hu):

• 2nd round – blind

• 3rd round – checking conflicting codes

• 3 options for defining positive response

a) confirm 

b) confirm+preinvite 

c) confirm+preinvite+waiting list
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RESULTS
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RESULTS: STATUS SIGNALS FOR ROMA PARENTS
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RESULTS: LACK OF CAPACITY
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CONCLUSIONS

• Roma parents face discrimination in access to childcare

• pronounced in CZ and HU, not in ES

• Even among middle-class applicants

• additional signals of status do not reduce ethnic
disparities

• Higher local demand does not amplify ethnic
inequalities

• Using several outcome variables: context-specific

What next?

-> role of entitlement rules

-> increasing childcare capacity
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Thank you for your attention.
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RAW SHARE OF RESPONSES, HU %
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Overall response rate: 73%
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BUDAPEST SUBSAMPLE

N and % of responses

non R bp Roma bp Bp only %

confirm 4 3 7 0.05

preinvite 14 15 29 0.20

waiting list 3 1 4 0.03

more info 0 1 1 0.01

alternative 1 2 3 0.02

general 19 27 46 0.32

callback 9 7 16 0.11

rejection 2 3 5 0.04

no response 13 18 31 0.22

other 0 0 0 0.00

automated 0 0 0 0.00

total 65 77 142 1.00

response rate 0.80 0.77 0.78
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NEXT STEPS FOR HU

Social status not tested, only middle-class applicants

Finish pooled Cz, Es, Hu paper

Explore country-specific issues for Hungary

(1) regional variation in discrimination

(2) variation by type of institution (municipal vs other nurseries)

(3) additonal signals of discrimination (tone, justification, reference
to work requirement)

Are certain conditions mentioned more often to Roma applicants? 

• mother (and/or father) having a job

• family being registered residents in the area
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