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Introduction’

In the past few years right wing extremism (hereinafter RWE) has been on the rise in several EU
countries. One of those has been Hungary, where the political party Jobbik became the strongest
force in parliamentary opposition in 2014. This paper highlights some of the most common
manifestations of RWE and is meant to help to understand Hungarian RWE in the Central-East-
European (CEE) context. The review focuses on Jobbik and other actors of the RWE scene in Hungary
between 2003 and 2014. It does not address earlier RWE parties (such as MIEP) in Hungary, or ethnic
Hungarian movements outside Hungary (e.g. in Transylvania or among immigrant communities in
the US).

Section one offers a theoretical background to RWE and explains the nature of extremism of Jobbik
with particular attention to the EU and CEE context. Section two describes the origin, electoral results
and communication strategy of Jobbik, and proceeds in presenting other key media and civil actors
of the RWE scene in Hungary. Section three highlights the influence of RWE activities in four aspects
of public life, namely public discourse on Roma, the governmental political agenda, local
administration and paramilitary activism. Section four describes Jobbik constituency in terms of
available demographic and socio-economic data. Section five offers attempt to explain the
breakthrough of Jobbik in the 2009-2010 Hungarian national elections by focusing on such factors
as popular attitudes, ongoing political crises and the role of the internet. The conclusion summarises
the findings.?

Definitions and theoretical background of right-wing extremism

Defining RWE parties is a challenging task. On one hand, the self-reference of extremist parties is
characterised by the Orwellian “double-speak” as they often define themselves by conventional
political ideas such as “national,” “democratic” or “progressive,”® but they do not necessarily interpret
these ideas similarly to mainstream parties. On the other hand, there is a considerable disagreement
among political scientists as to how to refer to RWE parties and whether they can be grouped under
the same party family. Pippa Norris notes that standard reference works use diverse labels
categorising parties as “far” or “extreme” right, “new right,” “anti-immigrant,” “authoritarian,” “anti-
government,” “ultra-nationalist” and so on (Norris, 2005, p. 44). Because of the diversity of labels and
ideological orientation, it is probably more useful to think of RWE as of a number of sub-groups or
clusters of RWE party families, rather than as of a single party family.

/i /i

Cas Mudde has attempted to classify RWE parties according to their political ideologies (Mudde,
1995). He identified five ideological features that were most often used to describe RWE parties
(nationalism, racism, xenophobia, anti-democracy, and a preference for a strong state) and found
that the 26 scholars who used these features came up with just as many combinations as is their
number. Also, scholars have typically offered a different combination of features, depending on the
scientific methodology used: whether it was qualitative, quantitative, or a combination of the two.
Mudde concluded that there was no objective ground to define what combination of ideological

1 This case study is written by the Budapest Institute under a contract with the Institute for Public Affairs, as an input for a
Visegrad Fund supported project entitled ,Extremism and its revival in public debate and political movements in Central
Europe.” Balazs Varadi managed the project. The author thanks him, Lérant Gy6ri, Attila Juhasz and Julianna Orsés for
their help, input and feedback on earlier versions of this paper — needless to say, the authors remain responsible for any
errors left in the text.

2 The author wishes to thank Balazs Véradi, Lérant Gyéri, Attila Juhdsz and Julianna Orsés for their help, input and
feedback on earlier versions of this paper, written under the aegis of the Budapest Institute for Policy Research of
Budapest, Hungary.

3 RWE parties which define themselves in these terms include, e.g. the People’s Party Our Slovakia , the National
Democratic Party in Germany, or the Progress Party in Norway.
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features constituted RWE and, instead of further refining this conceptual criteria, he emphasised it
more important for scholars to acquire a more in-depth insight into the ideologies of the alleged
RWE parties (Mudde, 1995, p. 219).

The main RWE party in Hungary, Jobbik — the Movement for Better Hungary (Jobbik Magyarorszagért
Mozgalom) has been casually described (also by the author of this paper) rather simplistically as
“extremist” or “radical,” but both of these labels are, to an extent, vague. “Extremist” carries a popular
and negative connotation, which actually only means that the party is beyond the right wing political
parties, but says nothing about the content of its ideology. Similarly, Jobbik’s preferred label for itself
“national-radical” only communicates, though more positively than the “extremism”, that the party
is more radical in its nationalism, more conservative than the mainstream conservative Fidesz, but it
leaves one wondering what it is that the party actually wishes to preserve. A way out from this
theoretical conundrum is offered by Daniel R6na, who suggests to understand that Jobbik as an anti-
establishment party. This typology more clearly identifies the party relationship to the democratic
system and other political actors within (Rona, 2014, pp. 25-44).

Image 1. Members of the Hungarian Guard take their oath of allegiance on Hero Square, Budapest
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Source: http://www.raoulwallenberg.net/

Réna identifies three main dimensions, according to which Jobbik can be considered anti-
establishment party. The first consists of the means the party uses to achieve its goals. An obvious
case is the creation of the Hungarian Guard, self-defence movement, which engages in paramilitary
training and, by its existence, questions the party attitude to the principle of states monopoly on
violence. Although the Guard is unarmed, as the Constitution forbids political parties to establish
their own armed units, Gabor Vona, the chairman of Jobbik, argues that intention of his party is to
eventually incorporate the Guard into the national police forces.

The second dimension is the party approach to fundamental democratic principles, including the
rights and dignity of members of minority communities such as the Roma and Jews. While phrases
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such as “Gypsy terror”, “Gypsy breeding” and “procreation for social benefits” (i.e. child-breeding for
the sake to entitlement to social benefits; megélhetési népszaporulat) are part of Jobbik vocabulary
when talking about the Roma on local for, other expressions, such as “Gypsy-crime” have proved so
successful that they have been adopted and have become widely established in mainstream public
discourse (see sec. 4 on Activities). Regarding Jews, Jobbik members have repeatedly expressed
statements which marginalised the Holocaust either in terms of the number of victims, or in terms
of Hungary's responsibility for collaborating with the Nazi Germany in organising exterminations. In
2012, a Jobbik MP, Marton Gyongyosi, labelled Hungarian Jews in the Parliament to be “national
security risks” and called for the registering of Jews with dual citizenship. Despite the international
controversy that surrounded the statement, Jobbik did not officially distance itself from the
statement and Gyongydsi faced no sanctions in the party either.

Thirdly, Jobbik has unconventional understanding of political rights. It intends to restrict voting
rights of adults who have not completed elementary education in order to limit political influence of
the illiterate and poorest strata: it is known that the Roma are overrepresented among them (Miért
nem vagyunk, 2012). Such interpretation of political rights goes against the conventional principles
of democracy and universal suffrage.

It ought to be noted that there are also certain dimensions according to which Jobbik does conform
to democratic principles. For example, Jobbik accepts the minimalist conception of democracy*
(Schumpeter, 1942) and, at least since its presence in European Parliament and the Hungarian
Parliament, it does not question the fairness and legitimacy of electoral results. The party also
respects and plays to the “rules of the game” (Linz & Stepan, 1996, pp. 3-38): when the first formation
of the Hungarian Guard was banned by the court, the Party dissolved the movement and paid all
fines levied upon the party members associated with the movement. These features deserve a
mention as they enable us to distinguish Jobbik from more radical political entities, such as the neo-
Nazi parties and their terror cells in Germany, which openly subscribe to Nazi ideology (white
supremacy, eugenics) and engage in criminal activities.

On the other side of the spectrum, Jobbik also differs from conventional conservative parties
precisely because of its idiosyncratic understanding of democracy, verbal aggression towards
minorities, and the maintenance of a paramilitary organisation. It is these features that best define
the content of Jobbik’s anti-establishment position on the conservative — extreme - neo-Nazi
spectrum. This paper will use this understanding when applying the term RWE to Jobbik.

Placing the Hungarian case in an international context, a few commonalities between Jobbik and
the current RWE parties elsewhere in Europe can be identified (Okopolisz, n.d., pp. 7-8; Rona, 2014
sec.2). Ethnocentrism is the most important and general feature of RWE parties. It incorporates
aspects of both traditional nationalism and anti-minority position, although nowadays ethnocentric
parties are not as antagonised by rivalry between different nation-states, but rather by the presence
of cultural minorities in their own country. While the “other” cultural group is usually represented by
Muslim minorities in the West, it is often the Roma in the East. Yet the type of exclusionary tactics
used against them are quite similar in both cases. The repertoire includes calling for tougher “law
and order” policies to protect the majority population from the high crime rates allegedly observed
among minority groups, anti-elitism against mainstream parties that exercise a too permissive,

* The minimalist conception views democracy as merely an electoral process in which citizens vote for the purpose of
selecting competing elites (Schumpeter 1942, Ch. XXI). This conception defies more substantive ones, which assert that
democracy is a system that promotes either a particular notion of public good (Rousseauian tradition) or embodies a
certain combination of liberal and egalitarian values (Rawlsian tradition).



liberal policy towards minorities, and Euroscepticism to prioritise the nation’s right to self-
determination vis-a-vis external interference.

Beyond these general features, there are a number of distinctions between RWE parties that one can
observe particularly across the traditional East-West divide (Gimes, Juhasz, Kiss, & Krekd, 2009 sec. 8;
Roéna, 2014 sec. 2). Due to the legacy of Communism, most CEE countries still experience high
popular demand for paternalism and a strong state that takes care of citizens. The parties in the
region have accommodated themselves to these electoral needs and rarely advocate the virtues of
market economy and self-reliance similarly to, for instance, the libertarian RWEs do in Scandinavia.
They also tend to be morally more conservative towards such issues as drugs, abortion,
homosexuality. In this context it would be probably much more difficult to conceive that an openly
homosexual politician would have a real chance to become a party leader, as it was the case of Pim
Fortuyn List in the Netherlands. The anti-establishment attitude is also differently interpreted: while
in the West it is usually directed against the political elite, in the East it defies the whole democratic
framework. A good example here is the proliferation of self-defence/paramilitary movements in the
east, which are almost unprecedented in the West. Their aim is not merely to reform or strengthen
the police corps, but to replace them. Finally, it is worth noting that differences exist even within the
CEE such as in attitudes towards the previous Communist regime. Since counter-culture in Hungary
was traditionally a right-wing phenomenon and a number of RWE party members (or their ancestors)
were systematically persecuted during the previous regime, the RWE parties are fiercely anti-
Communist in Hungary.

Actors

RWE in Hungary consists of much more than Jobbik. Since the early years of this millennium a
number of RWE organisations and movements have sprung up and strengthened with Jobbik,
creating together a large network of traditional and online media, heritage organisations,
paramilitary groups, festivals, national rock bands, a collage, and online shops. This infrastructure
caters to the identity of members of the subculture and provides them with anything from clothes
to leisure activities and a sense of community. The following section provides a brief overview about
Jobbik and (its relationship to) some of the main organisations on the RWE landscape.

Jobbik, the Movement for a Better Hungary (Jobbik Magyarorszagért Mozgalom)

The party of Jobbik was founded in 2003. It grew out of a student movement called Right-Wing
Youth Association (Jobboldali Ifjusagi K6zosség), which was founded by university students in
humanities in Budapest in 1999. The party defines itself as conservative, Christian and national-
radical’® Its Founding Document (Jobbik, 2003) states that one of the aims is to accomplish regime
change in Hungary, as the party believes that, in spite of the fall of Communism in 1989, political
change had only happened partially: the same crony networks continued to rule the country as did
the ones under Communism, and all political parties served foreign rather than national interests
(Jobbik, 2003). Jobbik rejects the allegation that it is an extremist party. Its representatives consider
other neoliberal parties in the Parliament to be “extremists,” that, in their interpretation, pursue “anti-
national politics contradictory to Hungarian interests, culture and values” (Exkluziv, n.d.).

5 See Jobbik’s website at: http://jobbik.hu/
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Table 1. Election results of Jobbik

Number of % of votes Number of % of mandates
regional list mandates
2006 national® 119 007 2.20% -- -
2009 EP 427773 14.77 % 3 13.64 %
2010 national 855 436 16.67 % 47 12.18%
2014 EP 340 287 14.67 % 3 14.29 %
2014 national 1017 550 20.69 % 23 11.56 %

Source: National Election Office: http://valasztas.hu/ Note: The discrepancy between the proportion of votes and mandates
in national elections can be attributed to a series of amendments in the electoral law passed by the 2" Fidesz government
(2010-2014), which reduced by half the number of available seats in the Parliament and introduced a stronger majoritarian
model for turning votes into mandates.

The party first competed unsuccessfully in the national elections in 2006, in an electoral coalition
together with, then already weakening, right-wing extremist force, the Hungarian Justice and Life
Party (Magyar Igazsag és Elet partja -- MIEP) which had had its heyday in the 1990s. The breakthrough
of Jobbik occurred in 2009, when it ran alone in the elections for the European Parliament and won
14.8% of votes, what allowed it to send three representatives to the EP. The staggering results of
Jobbik were unexpected and had been underestimated by public opinion polls prior to the elections,
which might be attributable to the initially associated stigma with Jobbik (Rudas, 2010). In national
elections in 2010, the party gained 16.7% of the regional votes. That firmly established Jobbik as a
major force on the Hungarian political scene. In the most recent national elections, in 2014, the party
managed to further increase its support base and gained 20.7% of votes.

Since 2003, Jobbik has developed communication strategy with three main strengths:’

e Thefirstis anti-establishment politics. The party has never been in power at the national level
and its members can credibly present themselves to the electorate as “clean” of the dirty
business of politics. It is also telling that Jobbik prefers to refer to itself as a movement rather
than a party — a label perceived as having certain negative connotations - and its
representatives are very active at the local level by organising public fora and maintaining
direct contact with the population. All of these features help to reinforce the idea that Jobbik
is different from mainstream political parties.

e The second strength is its thematic focus on Roma, addressing a serious and complex social
problem. To achieve improvement in that area by effective inclusion policies would require
significant budget resources and political courage in countering the widespread anti-Roma
racism. Therefore, mainstream Hungarian parties prefer not to talk too much about the issue.
In contrast, the representatives of Jobbik pride themselves in electoral campaign posters
such as the “We say it out loud and solve it” slogan which clearly refers to taboo issues,
including the conflicts between non-Roma and Roma (Jobbik vdlasztdsi program, 2014).

e The third strength is anti-Semitism, which serves as an all-explaining worldview for the core
Jobbik adherents. The conspiracy theories pertaining to Jews have perhaps been most
succinctly articulated by the Protestant Evangelical pastor, Heged(s Lorant Jr, who said that
“'GQypsy-crime’ was a biological weapon in the hands of Zionists” (A cigdnysdg bioldgiai

¢ Jobbik in electoral alliance with MIEP.
’The author is grateful to Attila Juhasz, senior analyst at Political Capital, for giving these insights in an earlier interview in
the framework of the Citizens Beyond Borders project on 22 May 2014.
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fegyver, 2014). This is a tenet that certainly not all Jobbik voters believe. Therefore, the party
officials are careful to voice these views only on certain closed platforms, such as rural local
fora. Nevertheless, the anti-Semitic worldview serves as an all-explaining ideology and
rounds up well the core believes promoted by Jobbik. It is these three positions together -
the anti-establishment politics, anti-Roma and anti-Semitic that most clearly differentiate
Jobbik from other parties in Hungary.

Media

Jobbik has a few weekly (Barikdd) and bi-monthly (Hazai pdlya) print periodicals. Yet its real presence
is online. It operates a web-based radio channel (Szent-Korona Radid) and a video channel (N1TV),
and has been remarkably active on various news portals (alfahir.hu), blogs (Bombagydr) and social
network sites. The online space represents a massive capital for Jobbik, as it enables the party to
keep their voters constantly updated at a very low cost, something that would have been impossible
for the party through mainstream media. The online sites not only provide instant updates on party
activities, but are also a depository for a host of conspiracy theories on various historical events and
literary themes, such as Hungarian pre-history [6stOrténet], the Treaty of Trianon, the Second World
War, ideologies of nationalism, and the terror of Communism.

While the news portal alfahir.hu serves as the mouthpiece of Jobbik, it is not the main online platform
of RWE. The Kuruc.info website, maintained by a Hungarian-American on US servers and featuring
radical Hungarian news content has a much larger audience. In 2014, it was estimated to have 60,000
individual page visitors per day (Szabé & Bene, 2015, p. 127).° Kuruc.info features less PC content
which the party or its associates are unwilling to publish under their own name,. Indeed, all entries
are published under pseudonyms. Its style is highly slanted and it categorises, inter alia, news
content under such headings as “Gypsy- crime,” “Jewish-crime,” “politician-crime” and “anti-
Hungarianism”. The site has been controversial because it incites violence and repeatedly violated
personal data protection laws. It took part in the coordination of the 2006 riots in Budapest, and
published the names, addresses, phone numbers of police officers and judges involved in the
subsequent legal cases, calling upon readers to harass them (Athena Institute, n.d.). Because of hate
speech and privacy violations, Hungarian governments have tried to shut down the website, but
their attempts were rejected by the US Government based on the First Amendment of the US
Constitution, addressing freedom of speech.

A major reason behind Jobbik's strong online presence is that the party was ignored by mainstream
media from its inception until at least 2010, and to some extent until 2010-2014. It had no choice
but to learn to use alternative media. The party has initiated a number of legal cases against media
channels, arguing that it has received biased or disproportionately limited coverage in comparison
to other parties. In some of the cases, Jobbik's complaint was supported by the National Media
Authority, and respective media channels were fined or requested to apologise (A Jobbik pdrtjdn,
2013). While media did engage with some of the topics that were raised by RWE, it usually did so in
the absence of RWE representatives until 2014 (Szab6 & Bene, 2015). This trend seems to have been
changed as of national elections in 2014, when Jobbik representatives have started to appear in talk
shows in the media, left and right alike, where previously they were considered personae non gratae.
It seems that the mainstream media has changed a strategy and realised that they can no longer
continue to ignore a party that has 20% in public support.

8 Jobbik prides itself in being the only Hungarian party which has more supporters online (287, 000 followers on
Facebook) than registered party members (13, 000 in 2011).

9 This was also confirmed by alexa.com web traffic data which, at the time of writing of this report, ranked kuruc.info as
the 97th most popular Hungarian website in contrast to barikad.hu, which was ranked 171th (Accessed 2015-05-25).
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Paramilitary and other organisations

There is relatively little objective information available about paramilitary organisations in academic
literature. The three main organisations close to Jobbik include the Sixty-Four Counties Youth
Movement (“Hatvannégy Varmegye Ifjusagi Mozgalom” — HVIM), The Hungarian Guard [Magyar
Garda] and its various splinter organisations, and the Outlaws’ Army [Betyarsereg]. Among these, the
oldest is the HVIM established in 2001 by a RWE cult figure , Laszlé Toroczkai, the current mayor of
the village of Asotthalom (Csongrad County, Southern Hungary). The name of the organisation,
HVIM, refers to the number of administrative districts of the Kingdom of Hungary prior to the Treaty
of Trianon (1920). It is the most active paramilitary movement in neighbouring countries inhabited
by Hungarian ethnic minorities. The movement has about 60 members and is the main convenor of
the Hungarian Sziget, a nationalist alternative to the Budapest Sziget Festival (Athena Institute, n.d.).

Image 2. The Outlaws’ Army on a street protest

Source: www.merites.hu

Another and perhaps most infamous organisation, the Hungarian Guard, was established by Gabor
Vona, the chairman of Jobbik, in 2007. The aim is “physical, spiritual and intellectual self-defence of
Hungarians.” The Budapest District Court disbanded the Guard in 2009, after an incident in
Tatarszentgyorgy, where the organisation members paraded in a Roma settlement. A part of the
Court argument was that the Guard did not confirm to the objectives stipulated in its founding
declaration. The verdict also noted that the movement “abused the right to free association,
guestioned the state monopoly over the legitimate use of force, and threatened the rights of Roma”
(Feloszlattdk, 2008). A few weeks after the dissolution, the Guard was re-established with slightly
modified objectives and the same leadership under the title of New Hungarian Guard. It ought to be
noted that, apart from organising street demonstrations against Roma, Jews and homosexuals, the
Guard has been involved in various social activities, such as charity or humanitarian disaster
management, where the state has either failed or been present only marginally. This type of activism
has greatly contributed to the positive popular image of the movement.
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The third organisation, the Outlaws’ Army, emerged in 2008 from one of the many splinter groups
of the banned Hungarian Guard. It is illegal and represents the more radical fraction of self-defence
groups. It has about 60 members, who bear arms and engage in activities meant to intimidate the
Roma. The Hungarian paramilitary organisations, including the HVIM, the New Hungarian Guard
(and presumably the Outlaws’ Army, too) signed a cooperation agreement with Jobbik in June 2009
(Tudta?, 2011). Their common denominator among is that they are all ultranationalist and intolerant
towards minorities, be they Roma, Jews or homosexuals.

Finally, thereis a third important group of miscellaneous actors on the RWE scene that does not quite
fitinto any categories. This includes a wide network of civil actors from entertainment (“national rock
bands”) to business agents (“National Taxi” or “National Dating Site”) and knowledge generation
(“King Attila College”). This network, in the literature commonly referred to as “identity
infrastructure” (Feischmidt, 2014), is an integral part of the RWE in Hungary. Together with Jobbik
and RWE media they help popularising nationalist culture in all walks of life.

Activities

The following part shall address some of the main activities of RWE by focusing on four themes:
influence on public discourse, setting the national government agenda, a new model for local level
politics, and instigating conflicts by paramilitary activism. The number of the themes and individual
illustrative cases are selective and by far not comprehensive. They serve to demonstrate some of
those aspects of Hungarian public life where RWE has had the most visible impact in the past few
years.

Setting the political agenda

Jobbik has been in opposition since 2010 and had little influence on legislative process in the
parliament. The Fidesz government had a 2/3 supermajority in the House which enabled it to pass
laws without the need to negotiate or request the support of other parties'®. Having said that, when
looking at the Jobbik manifesto, there is a striking similarity in what the party has proposed and what
laws the Fidesz government has passed.

In its 2010 electoral programme, Jobbik proposed the first ten measures to adopt once in power.
Since then, Fidesz has fulfilled eight out of ten (Balogh, n.d.; Biré Nagy, Boros, & Varga, 2012, pp. 8-
9). Jobbik promised to cut taxes, rescue foreign-currency debtors, reduce public utility fees, tax
multinational companies, cut the pensions of former Communist prominent figures, tie social
assistance to public work, prevent foreign ownership of land, and award Hungarian citizenship to
Hungarians living in neighbouring countries. The only demands which have not been met, were the
abolition of parliamentary immunity (point 1) and the establishment of gendarmerie (point 9).

Apart from the ten measures, other well-known demands of Jobbik have also been satisfied by the
Fidesz government. In more detailed electoral programmes in 2010 and 2014, as well as in various
public statements Jobbik representatives have demanded to base the Constitution on Christian
values, protect traditional forms of marriage, reintroduce grading and failure in elementary schools,
rename public spaces associated with “negative historical figures” or “events,”" nationalise private
pension funds, make the anniversary of the Treaty of Trianon a national memorial day, adopt a
tougher attitude towards Brussels, counterbalance the Euro-Atlantic orientation of the country with

10 Fidesz government lost its supermajority in the Parliament in February 2015, after a defeat of its candidate in a by-
election in the town of Veszprém

" A few public spaces in Budapest that Fidesz renamed in Spring 2011 include Moscow Square to Széll Kdlman square,
Republic Square to John Paul Il Square, Roosevelt Square to Istvdn Szécheny Square.
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stronger ties with Eastern countries,'? - the list can go on."”* As mentioned above, the result is that,
by 2015, a staggering number of Jobbik demands or proposals have been realised by the 2" and 3™
Fidesz government.

Adopting items from Jobbik’s programme might be Fidesz's strategy to lure some of the less radical
voters of Jobbik. As a consequence of Jobbik’s agenda setting function, the politics of Hungary has
increasingly radicalised, making the conservative Fidesz to shift further right.'

Influence on public discourse: the spread of the expression “gypsy-crime”

Public discourse is another area where RWE actors have left their imprint. By pushing the Roma topic,
Jobbik has not only managed to set the public agenda, but also re-define how Roma are talked
about. Juhasz shows how the expression “Gypsy-crime” was an unknown connotation before 2005,
and became mainstream as a result of RWE activism coupled with the inability of other parties to
adequately respond to it."”

Juhdsz traces the origin of the term “Gypsy-crime” to a legal-criminal-police discourse, a rather
narrow professional circle in the 1970s and 1980s, but notes that, after the fall of Communism, the
term was not used for a long time in the public discourse, let alone the political debate. The term
was first reintroduced to public consciousness when Tamas Polgér, a Hungarian blogger who
became renown under the nickname Tom Cat, went on a TV debate show to publically defend a
computer game entitled Olah Action, simulating the extermination of Roma. At the show and in the
following months, Polgar argued that certain groups of Roma were “determined to be criminal” and
sought to underpin his claim with incarceration statistics. The incident spurred a heated public
debate and the term “Gypsy-crime” first time got out of the narrow criminological vocabulary as RWE
blogs and forums started to spread it.

Jobbik first picked up the term after the lynching of Olaszliszka, when a Hungarian driver, thought
to have hit a child, was killed by a Roma mob. In response to the incident, the party set up a website
called ciganybunozes.com (meaning Gypsy-crime) and started to intentionally use the term in
campaigns and party manifesto whenever a negative event associated with Roma and non-Roma
cohabitation occurred. Graph 1 maps frequency of the use of the term “gypsy-crime” at the time of
major news events arising in connection with the Roma in Hungary.

12The countries Jobbik sees as favourable foreign policy partners are China, India, Russia, Kazakhstan and Turkey. After
2010, Viktor Orban PM visited all these countries and with Péter Szijjart6, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade started the
so-called Eastern Opening government strategy.

13 An extensive list of Jobbik’s demands and Fideszs responses up to 2012 was collected by Andras Biré Nagy and his
colleagues in Right-wing extremism in Hungary (2012). Since then the list has been continued by journalists in the media.
The most recent update has been collected by tebege (2015).

4 At the same time, one can currently observe a strategy whereby Jobbik attempts to become more mainstream and to
address less radical voters. A good example for is Jobbik “pet campaign” prior to the 2014 national elections, where it
tried to communicate a much softer image of itself than four years ago. See e.g. the 2014 Jobbik electoral campaign film
The Future cannot be stopped.

1> What follows, is a summary of juhasz_attila (2010).
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Graph 1. Frequency of the expression “gypsy-crime” used by media, 2005-2009

The frequency of the expression “Gypsy crime” used by the media
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At this time, Juhdsz claims, there was an important change in the meaning of Roma stereotypes. In
addition to the previous popular images referring to stupidity, chicken theft, unemployment and
other relatively less ominous stereotypes, a new one emerged that represented Roma as dangerous,
aggressive and murderous. It is telling in this respect that the now defunct Hungarian Guard also
justified its existence and demonstrations with the need to protect the majority population from the
Roma. “So as Jobbik by its campaigns has amplified the threats and ethnic conflicts in relation to
Roma, with the establishment of Hungarian Guard, it has seemingly also offered a solution to these
serious problems” (juhasz_attila, 2010). Depending on the forum they were presented on, there
developed a variety of shades, more and less radical formulations of the Roma problem in Jobbik
rhetoric. It was particularly important that the party voiced out loud, for the first time in recent
Hungarian politics, what had hitherto been a taboo: they claimed that there was such a thing as
“Gypsy-crime.” It was such a powerfully framed concept that other political and media actors, and
opinion makers could not defy it and largely accepted it. Had they objected to it, it was not usually
because of the meaning of the term, but rather due to the desirability of its use, which spurred a
debate further perpetuating the use of the term (Vidra & Fox, 2012, p. 19). The spread of the term
“Gypsy-crime” and the subsequent acceptance of its implicit attributes served as a symbol of
credibility for Jobbik, and greatly strengthened its image as a party that dares to voice topics that
are neglected by other political parties.

Paramilitary activism - Power demonstration in Gyongyospata

GyongyOspata is a small town in Heves County in North-Eastern Hungary. In the 2011 National
Census it had 2,586 inhabitants out of which 318 (12.3%) identified themselves as members of the
Roma community. The town became nationally known as a result of the escalating ethnic conflict in
Spring 2011 between the local Roma and RWE paramilitary groups. Feischmidt and Szombati (2013)
describe the unfolding of events as follows:
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The Civil Guard for Better Future (at that time, a wing of the New Hungarian Guard) started patrolling
the streets of Gyongydspata after an old man from the village blamed Roma for bullying him and
committed suicide in 22 February 2011. Two days later, Jobbik's television channel, Barikad TV,
broadcasted a report about the village with the title “Gypsy-terror — Heves County on the brink of
civil war.” Jobbik organised a public demonstration in the main square of the village to which they
recruited people with leaflets calling on the public to join a “demonstration against Gypsy-terror”.
The demonstration was attended by some 1500-2000 locals and activists bussed in. After the speech,
Jobbik leaders, accompanied by activists dressed in military uniforms visited the Roma area in the
village and handed over a Regulation for orderly cohabitation (Egyuttélési szabalyzat) to the
representatives of the Local Roma Self-Government.

After the demonstration the Civil Guard kept patrolling the village for ten more days , and new
paramilitary organisations, such as the Outlaw Army, arrived as well. The tension between the Roma
population and RWE activists rose from day to day. Police was also present in increased numbers,
but, apart from performing identity checks on the foreigners, it was claimed they were not entitled
to intervene, because the Civil Guard members did not wear the symbols of banned Hungarian
Guard. Amidst the rising tensions the mayor resigned and new elections were called. There were
seven candidates: a few local public leaders, a newcomer supported by Jobbik, and a few newcomers
backed by the paramilitary organisations. In the end, the candidate supported by Jobbik, Oszkar
Juhdsz, won (by 33.8%). Amidst the high ethnic tensions, he was able to present himself as
representing “radical, but common sense and just politics.” After his inauguration, Juhaszintroduced
the “Erpatak model,” (see below) and some 60-70 Roma emigrated from the town to Canada
possibly as a result of the developments.

Margit Feischmidt and Kristéf Szombati (2013) provide a detailed account of the spiralling conflictin
GyongyOspata. They claim that both sides had long-term grievances, which had paved the way for
the conflict. While many Roma had been frustrated by the local elite, which backed segregation
polices in housing and education, the majority population was annoyed by some of the petty theft
and provocations by certain members of the Roma community. Both communities faced a difficult
economic situation given that the town is located in a disadvantaged region. Until 2010, however,
the approach of municipality towards Roma was characterised by “consensual silence.” This changed
after the appearance of RWE organisations on the spot and the spread of “Gypsy-crime” narrative in
public discourse. The mayor was put under pressure, and a candidate without any previous
experience in politics, but enjoying the backing of Jobbik, could easily take over the municipality.
The case of GyOngyospata is a prime local level example of how Jobbik can use paramilitary
organisations to aggravate ethnic conflicts and make political capital out of the event.

The Erpatak Model

Erpatak is a village in North-East Hungary (the Szabolcs-Szatmar Bereg county), which became
known for of its administrative model relying on strict law enforcement and intimidation of local
population. The model has been developed by Mihaly Zoltan Orosz, mayor of Erpatak, who became
an inspiration for many municipalities since 2005.

Orosz has a simplified concept of human nature (Robbandshoz vezethet, 2011). He differentiates
between constructive [épit6] and subversive [rombold] members of society, and maintains that “the
most subversive” members need to be punished harshly, so that the “weaker ones” know the
standards they needed to abide by. He perceives the task of municipality to fight “subversives”
continuously, as long as they do not “change, leave, or are not put into prison.” Examples of tough
measures in Erpatak include such regulations that gardens of local residents were not allowed to
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have weed, or must be in the fridge of households with children. Punishment for smaller offences
may result in withdrawal of social benefits or even incarceration.

Image 3. Mihdly Zoltdn Orosz as featured on the cover of The Erpatak Model documentary.'®

S

Source: www.urania-nf.hu

While the mayor makes no secret of his view that it is Roma individuals who caused the most
problems in the village, he insists that his approach does not differentiate between Roma and non-
Roma, only between cooperative and subversive members of society. It has been widely reported in
the media that crime rates in the village have dropped dramatically since the establishment of the
model. Locals (mostly Roma) are active in public work programmes where they cultivate the
countryside, work on the maintenance of the cemetery and the canals. The village is planning to
establish a new NGO for local community work. Clubs, they say, are sprouting in the village (karate,
cooking, signing), and there are even charity events organised for the poorest (Aki nem érti, 2011).
For all these signs of prosperity, Erpatak has become a model of sorts for radical-leaning local
authorities. Currently, there are about twelve municipalities in the National Network of Erpatak, the
purpose of which is to disseminate principles and know-how (Erpataki Modell Orszdgos, n.d.).

There is no available academic analysis about the sustainability and effectivity of the model in terms
of Roma integration. As a social worker pointed out in one of the articles, many believe that the
Erpatak model is only a symptomatic treatment of deeper structural problems (unequal access to
education, no way out from public work, and so on) that high fines and daily surveillance might be
insufficient to solve. Moreover, a model based on intimidation might compel people to cooperate,
but it does not help them understand why it is beneficial to do so (Robbandshoz vezethet, 2011).

16 Erpatak Model is a Duth documentary (2014) created by Benny Brunner and Keno Versec. The trailer can be
accessed here: https://vimeo.com/108058817
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Constituency

Let us look closer at Jobbik constituency in terms of its demographic and socio-economic
characteristics.!”

Age: Jobbik constituency is remarkably young. In 2010, 21.2% of its voters were aged 20-29 (in
contrast to average voter, where this share is 15.4%), and as the age group of voters increases, the
share of Jobbik voters gradually decreases. In the oldest cohort, aged above 69, the proportion of
Jobbik voters was a mere 3.9% (average: 11.6%) (Rudas, 2010). Many of the young voters were first
time voters, who had not even necessarily graduated from college. The youth of its supporters clearly
differentiates Jobbik from most other RWE parties in Europe, where only the Austrian FPO and the
Greek Golden Dawn have similarly young support base (Réna, 2014, p. 149).

Gender: Similarly to other RWE parties, Jobbik is a traditional “male party.” In 2010, there were twice
as many men (13.2%) who voted for Jobbik then women (6.6%) (Rudas, 2010, p. 515). The gender
gap is a classical feature of far right parties, especially if they engage in the cult of militarism. This
one-sided masculinised image of RWE has been qualified by the work of Aniké Félix, who revealed
that women fulfil some important roles within Hungarian extremist sub-culture, for example, acting
as “spiritual healers” who mix paganism with nationalist ideologies (Félix, 2012).

Religious beliefs: While most of Jobbik supporters are religious “according to the teaching of the
Church” (7.0%) or “in their own way” (54.9%), the proportion of atheists is higher (33.0%) among
Jobbik voters than among others (25.6%), which is an interesting finding, given that the party
officially defines itself as Christian.

Education: Jobbik voters tend to have average educational attainment. In 2010, 76.9% of its voters
had some type of secondary education, be it vocational or high school (average 60.4%) (Rudas, 2010,
p. 516). The party had somewhat fewer university graduates than other parties, but also only half the
share of voters with elementary education at most than the average of all voters.

Employment: Given the age structure of Jobbik voters, there were fewer pensioners (16.7%) than
among all other party voters in average (28.1%). While there were slightly more unemployed Jobbik
voters than among mainstream voters, this was counter-balanced by a strong representation of
employees (50.6% vs other voters: 40.9%) and entrepreneurs (7.3% vs other voters: 5.4%) in Jobbik.

Income: It is difficult to measure because people are often unwilling to report exact figures about
their income. Using a crude binary indicator, Tamas Rudas found that among Jobbik voters there
were slightly more people (56.3%) with a monthly personal income above a Euros 233 threshold than
among respondents who voted for all other parties in average (54.8%). In absence of more detailed
data on voter’'s economic positions, Rudas compiled a bundle of resources (such as ownership and
size of property, insurance, savings, ownership of various household equipment, and so on) and
found that Jobbik voters were consistently better positioned in society than other voters. These and
the preceding two characteristics (employment status and education) led Rudas to argue that Jobbik
voters cannot be the “losers” in economic transformation, who lost out in the process of
modernisation and now have turned to radicalism because of deprivation and unemployment. There
are certainly people in much worse situation in society than RWE voters: the undereducated, people
who were employed in low value-added economic activities, the elderly, the Roma, the unemployed
(see e.g. Ferge, 1996; Kolosi & Toth, 2008) - they are the real losers of transition, and data indicates
that Jobbik voters as such do not belong to the same socio-economic class.

7 Unless noted otherwise, the data in this section is from Rudas (2010).
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Geographic region: The above conclusion is somewhat qualified by Andras Kovacs, who
disaggregated party preferences according to regions (Kovacs, 2013). He observed that in 2010,
there were considerable regional differences in the distribution of Jobbik votes in the Hungary: in
some regions the party gained much better results than other parties. In the North-Eastern regions
of Hungary, where there is high unemployment and a significant Roma population, Jobbik received
23-27% of votes and was the second strongest party. In the Western regions it obtained less than
15%, whereas in the capital 11% of votes made it the smallest party which passed the parliamentary
threshold. Kovacs found that in the East, Jobbik voters tended to be more affluent then their peers,
but in the Western part of Hungary most of them came from a poorer and working class background
(Kovacs, 2013, p. 230). All in all, the electorate of Jobbik is highly differentiated, which suggests there
might be more than one story as to why one comes to support Jobbik with a particular socio-
demographic background.

Competing explanations for the rise of Jobbik

One of the most researched, though still vexing questions about RWE parties, is why their popularity
rises at one point in time but not at another. The question is even more puzzling in the CEE context
as many of the factors most frequently cited causing the rise of RWE, such as economic crises and
sizeable Roma population, seem to be similarly present in the case of other countries in the region
as well, while the degree of support for RWE parties varies considerably. This section provides an
overview of factors that have been researched with respect to the rise of Jobbik in 2009 and 2010,
and focus on prejudice in society, political crises, the role of media and the internet.

Surveys have indicated that the level of prejudice towards minorities is very high in Hungary. Aniké
Bernat and her colleagues surveyed public attitudes towards Roma from 1994 to 2011 (Bernat, 2013).
Their findings show that most people agreed with the statement that “inclination to criminality is in
the blood of Gypsies” (between 53-64%), or that “the problem of Gypsies would be solved if they
finally started working” (78-89%). What is conspicuous about these results is not only the high share
of people agreeing with anti-Roma statements, but, as the minimum values indicate in the brackets,
the resilience of these attitudes over time. Péter Kreko and his colleagues also confirm in their study
the high proportion of Hungarian prejudice in the European context (Krekd, 2012). The authors use
European Social Survey (ESS) data to compare different countries, and find that the level of prejudice
and welfare chauvinism was one of the highest (52%) in Hungary in 2009." Table 2 shows the
proportion of prejudice and welfare chauvinism in Hungary, although fluctuates but is higher than
in the other Visegrad countries.

While the level of prejudice towards minorities might be a good indicator of people’s receptivity to
RWE attitudes in the country, it tells us very little about why the breakthrough of Jobbik happened
in 2009. Classical theories often associate the rise of the far right with the economic decline or the
crisis of welfare state. The argument suggests that in times of crises and high unemployment,
impoverished people tend to choose radical parties who promise better future and more just society
(Bell, 1955; Lipset, 1960). In consent with these assumptions some authors (e.g. Grajczjar & Toth,
2011) emphasise the role of the economic and financial crisis — which just culminated in 2009 - in
the rise of support for Jobbik. But given our knowledge about the electorate of Jobbik, the majority
of whom have a better standard of living then the average and do not tend to be undereducated, it

18 Prejudice refers to homosexuals and was measured by the question: “Gay and lesbian women should be left as free as
possible to live their own lives as they wish.” The welfare chauvinism indicator refers to attitudes towards immigrants and
was measured by a series of questions whether “letting immigrants into the country enriches the culture?” or “How many
foreigners of non-Hungarian ethnicity would you allow to settle in the country?” etc.. The ESS questions do not refer to
Roma because they do not live everywhere in Europe and therefore it would be difficult to compare results. The attitude
towards the migrants index shows well the degree of “This country belongs to X nation” way of thinking.
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can be suggested that the economic thesis should be treated with caution. What differentiated
Hungary from other countries in the region was that, between 2006 and 2010, there was also an
acute political crisis. This started with an infamous speech at Balaton6szdd, an internal meeting
where Ferenc Gyurcsany, PM and the leader of the socialist MSZP party admitted to members of his
parliamentary party that they had lied to people. The speech leaked in the media and led to a scandal
which culminated in riots and the siege of the headquarters of the state television in 2006, an event
in the organisation of which prominent RWE leaders took an active part. The leadership of MSZP
faced some further corruption cases and had to pass austerity measures counter to their electoral
promises in the government. It resulted in the popularity of the PM plummeting from 55% in 2006
to 16% in 2009, a drop which has been described as the greatest fall of voter confidence in the history
of Hungary since the regime change (Beck, Bir6 Nagy, & Rdna, 2011, p. 205). The dramatic decline of
the left created a vacuum in the previous two-party system in Hungary, and a window of opportunity
for smaller parties to vie for the support of disenchanted voters.' Moreover, there was not only
dissatisfaction among socialist voters, but a wider distrust in the population and a growth of anti-
establishment attitudes towards public institutions and the political system in general. As Graph 2
shows, anti-establishment attitudes had been constantly on the rise since 2002 to culminate in 2009
(at 46%).”° The fermenting dissatisfaction of the system created a fertile ground for Jobbik, which
represented a strong anti-establishment position among political parties.?’

Table 2. Prejudice and Welfare Chauvinism in Visegrad Group (V4) countries

Countries Prejudice and Welfare Chauvinism

2007 2009 2011
CR 25 34 - 32 36 32
Hungary 37 46 55 52 49 45
Poland 20 25 18 17 16 18
Slovakia - 27 26 33 36 39

Source: DEREX Index: http://derexindex.eu/

Up to 2009, there were a number of conflicts, even homicides between Roma and non-Roma that
were widely medialised. In 2006 at Olaszliszka (a small village in Borsod county) a Hungarian driver
accidentally hita Roma child by car, after which an angry Roma crowd killed him out of revenge. One
year later Jobbik (still a marginal party) established the Hungarian Guard with the stated purpose of
ensuring order and security by eliminating or deterring criminals. In 2009 January, the police chief in
Miskolc said that the majority of criminals were Roma. The Minister of the Interior removed him from
office, but, sensing growing public dissatisfaction with the removal of a popular police chief, the
Minister rehabilitated him. The most salient event, as indicated by Graph 1 on “Gypsy-crime” (sec. 4),
happened a month later, when Marian Cozma, a popular handball player, was killed by few Roma in
a disco in Veszprém. In the same month, a Roma family was attacked in Tatarszentgyorgy (small
village in the Borsod county): the father and his five-year-old son were killed by Hungarian
perpetrators. These assassinations received enormous media coverage and put the Roma issue into
the spotlight in Hungary. It was quite favourable to Jobbik, even though their representatives
received very little coverage.

19 According to Median Opinion and Market Research Institute about 14-26% of Jobbik voters in 2009 had voted in 2006
for the socialist MSZP party (Utéitélet, 2009).

20 The anti-establishment indicator is composed of questions that measure trust and satisfaction in the political system,
international bodies (EU, UN), law enforcement bodies and the political elite (Kreko, Juhasz & Molnar, 2012).

21 politics Can Be Different (Lehet Mas a Politika -- LMP) was another anti-establishment party that emerged on the left at
the time (2009). Their support, however, remained lower (between 5-7%). One of the reasons might be that in Hungary,
progressive leftism has weaker tradition than national-conservativism.
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Examining the agenda-setting function of the leading media outlets, Gergely Kardcsony and Daniel
Réna show the increasing salience of Roma issues in the mainstream media between 2006 and 2009
(2011). Their findings are all the more interesting because the coverage of these events was largely
liberally framed (emphasising poverty and human rights issues rather than scapegoating), though
the framing had little impact on public deep-seated prejudice and preconception about Roma. The
authors confirm a classical tenet of media theory (“secondary agenda setting function”), namely that
the media “may not be successful much of the time in telling people what to think, butitis stunningly
successful in telling people what to think about” (Cohen, 1963). Hence, whenever the media picked
up the Roma topic, Karacsony and Réna argue, they benefited Jobbik, because the party created
ownership over the issue (Karacsony - Réna 2011).22

Graph 2. Anti-establishment attitudes in V4 countries, 2003-2013

Anti-establishment Attitudes, 2003-2013

Il Czech Republic

ary

-:/. M Slovakia

Source: DEREX Index: http://derexindex.eu/

The lack of Jobbiks presence in mainstream media proved to be both a curse and blessing for the
party. It was established in the early 2003, just at the time when the internet boom started. Because
the party representatives were excluded from the mainstream media, they were forced from very
early on to create alternative publicity for which the internet offered excellent opportunities. Using
network analysis, Judit Bakdé and her colleagues show how previously isolated RWE online
communities found each other online and increased with Jobbik over time (Bakd, 2012). The authors
map a wide network of some 300 actors, including, in addition to RWE political actors, news and
history, rock music bands and publishing companies, online shops and fashion sites, which
constitute a closed world, where the sites only link to each other.® Baké and her colleagues argue
that in the case of RWE, the internet did not open up communities towards the outside world and
establish a more democratic society. Quite on the contrary, the self-referentially cross-linked and
increasingly diversified contents created an even more closely knit, “colourful but externally closed

221n 2009, 19% of people believed Jobbik was the party that could best handle the Roma issue (in contrast to Fidesz: 56%,
MSZP: 8%), whereas only 8% of people said they would vote for it (Fidesz: 56%, MSZP: 8%), which shows that the
popularity of Jobbik Roma policy went well beyond that of the party (Kardcsony & Rona, 2011, p. 78).

3 The only exception from these are the category of online shops, where market competition between rival outlets
overwrites ideological agreement (Bakd, Téth, & Bakd, 2012, p. 95).
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micro-world” (Bako, 2012, p. 98). This process was more of a self-generating one and certainly not
created by Jobbik, but consciously or intuitively, they managed to exploit very well the potential in
these sprawling networks.

This section has argued that the key factors that facilitated the breakthrough of Jobbik in 2009 were
a high level of prejudice in society, ongoing political crises, and the role of mainstream and
alternative media. We do not discuss classical modernisation theories here, partly, because Jobbik
voters are not the poorest in society, and partly, because an emphasis on the economic crises would
not help us understand what made Hungary different from other CEE countries also affected by the
global economic crises. The section relied mostly on demands-centred theories (voter attitudes) and
tried, to an extent, to incorporate supply-centred ones (availability of parties) as well.

Conclusion

The case study highlights the characteristic features of Hungarian RWE between 2003- 2014. Where
comparative data was available, it notes national specificities in the EU and CEE context.

The main findings are as follows:

RWE is an ambiguous concept. What best characterises the ideology of Jobbik is its anti-
establishment position, which is reflected both in its maintenance of a paramilitary organisation and
vocal aggression towards the Roma minority. Paramilitary organisations and paternalism are key
features that differentiate RWE in CEE from its Western counterparts. Anti-minority rhetoric, on the
other hand, is a feature that is shared across all other EU RWE, just as is law and order and anti-EU
position.

The political party Jobbik was founded in 2003 and grew out of a university student movement
founded in Budapestin 1999. It first passed the Parliamentary threshold in 2010 (16.7% of votes), and
further increased in popularity (to 20%) in 2014. Gabor Vona, the chairman of Jobbik, established the
Hungarian Guard, a paramilitary organisation in 2007 with a stated aim to deter or eliminate
criminals. Because it was involved in instigating anti-Roma violence, the Hungarian Guard was
banned by court decision in 2009, but immediately reconstituted itself under slightly different name
(New Hungarian Guard). Partly due to the exclusion from the mainstream media, Jobbik and RWE
actors were forced to develop a strong online presence. The most popular RWE news portal,
kuruc.info, has a long track record of hate speech and privacy violations. Yet the site cannot be shut
down because it is operated on US servers and enjoys extensive protection of freedom of speech.
The cases of the Hungarian Guard and kuruc.info demonstrate the limited capacity of legal means to
effectively counter RWE.

The strong presence of RWE has exerted a significant influence on Hungarian public life. Although
Jobbik is in the opposition, it managed to set the political agenda for the Fidesz government since
2010. Eight out of the first ten measures on Jobbik electoral programme in 2010 have already been
implemented by Fidesz. RWE has redefined the way Roma are talked about and mainstreamed the
expression “Gypsy-crime” in Hungarian public discourse. On a local level a strict law-and-order-
based approach have been popularised in RWE-controlled municipalities, and paramilitary
organisations are used for intimidating Roma in the rural areas, where law enforcement is weak or
has failed. By all these activities Jobbik and related RWE organisations have contributed to the
radicalisation of Hungarian politics.

Jobbik electorate is remarkably young and relatively well off, which seems to differentiate it from
most RWE parties in Europe. Jobbik voters are overrepresented in the age cohort of 20-29. They tend
to be educated at an average level, more likely to be employed than other voters with slightly higher
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income. Geographically, the party enjoys the highest support in the North-East of Hungary,
characterised by high unemployment and a significant Roma population. Demographic data thus
provide a mixed picture about Jobbik appeal for the electorate. On one hand, the party seems to be
popular in poorer areas, with is greater competition for scarce resources. On the other hand, the
national voter base of party is clearly more complex, as it involves many young, middle class and
educated people as well.

The breakthrough of Jobbik in 2009 can be best explained by the high level of prejudice in society
and the political (rather than economic) crises the country underwent from 2006 on. The demise of
the left not only created a vacuum in the political system, but increased general distrust and anti-
establishment values in the society, both of which were quite favourable to Jobbik. The media
coverage of Roma conflicts helped to prime people about the importance of Jobbik favourite item
on agenda, and despite limited coverage Jobbik officials received in mainstream media, they were
effective at keeping in touch with their electorate through alternative media channels.
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